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The Negotiations Group met on January 5 with Ambassador 
Lodge participating. 

The highlights of S ecre t a r y Rusk** conversation with 
Dobrynin were reviewed. The clarification by the Secretary 
in such detail of our position could become the basis of 
parallel policy with the Soviets in Southeast Asia. Certainly 
the talk will further Tommy Thompson's forthcoming discussions 
in Moscow. It was agreed to postpone a review of the draft 
instructions for Ambassador TiMmqwan until some reaction to 
the Secretary** talk had. been received from Moscow and until 
we have further information from Harrison Salisbury on his 
interview with Pham Tan Dong. It is hoped that on Salisbury 7 s 
return January 11, his personal report to the Secretary of his 
four-hoar interview will give same clue to Hanoi 7 s state of 
mind. - 

I personally believe that progress is our talks with 
Moscow would be influenced by whether or not politically 
sects itive targets are bombed in the Hanoi Haiphong area. 


The Mai Van Bo interview in Paris was regarded as a rehash 
of previous ly- stated rigid positions. 

It was agreed that subject to the Secretary's approval on 
timing, M. Jean Sainteny, the ex-High Commissioner of France in 
Indo-China and the man who conducted the negotiations with Ho 
Chi Mtnh in 1946, should be asked to return to Hanoi to take 
further soundings, particularly on what reciprocal action Hanoi 
would take if the bombing was stopped. In my talk with him in 
Paris last month, he had indicated a willingness to undertake 



such 
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such a mission if de Gaulle approved. He knows the Hanoi 
leaders perhaps better than any Westerner, and I was 
impressed with the sincerity of his desire to be helpful 
to bring about negotiations. 

The group explored at some length with Ambassador Lodge 
the question of contacts with the KLF. Zt was agreed that . 

any contacts by US representatives would have to be secret 
and deniable. However, the GVN might at an appropriate time 
under the national Reconciliation Program undertake contacts I 

with NLP leaders . It was agreed to undertake further study 
of HUT contacts. 

Ambassador Lodge is convinced that Hanoi, rather than 
the HLF, directs the Viet Cong fighting units, and also 
controls the HLF leaders, if only through the ’’power of , 

assassination.” j< 

From my own experience, I am satisfied there must be 
some differences between Hanoi and HUT, even though both are 
controlled by the Vietnamese communist party. Zt is 
Important that we atteng>t to understand and exploit these 
differences. 
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